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for auditors and held awareness sessions with
potential clients on the requirements of the
MSPO Standards and auditing procedures in
the implementation of the scheme. In January
2015, the then Honourable Minister of
Plantations Industries and Commodities
(MPIC) had officially announced the start of
the MSPO Certification Scheme.  Beginning
January 2016, MPOCC assumed the role as
the governing body and has overall responsibility
for the development and operation of the MSPO
Certification Scheme, governed by its Board of
Trustees. The task of developing and reviewing
certification standards and scheme documents is
now the responsibility of MPOCC.

In the year 2017, MPOCC took steps to
reconstitute the Technical Working Committee
on MSPO Standards to ensure that all
stakeholders across the entire value chain of
the oil palm sector covering Peninsula, Sabah
and Sarawak are represented.  One of the first
task then, was to develop the MSPO Supply
Chain Certification Standard (SCCS) and after
a series of Expert Working Group (EWG)

sessions comprising members of the
downstream players, the MSPO SCCS was
finalised through the Technical Working
Committee on MSPO [TWC (MSPO)] in
2018.  The MSPO SCCS was then submitted
to the National Steering Committee on MSPO
Standards in July 2018 for endorsement and
later adopted for use under the MSPO
Certification Scheme in October 2018. The
major milestones and certification achievements
in MSPO development since 2013 are
presented in Figure 1.

BENCHMARKING ASSESSMENT

During the years 2017 and 2018, attempts to
raise the profile of MSPO scheme was carried
out.  Firstly, MPOCC was tasked to determine
if certification audits for both MSPO and
RSPO schemes could be combined to reduce
the resource and financial burden to the
industry.  The outcome was a combined audit
checklist for MSPO and RSPO P&C-MYNI
which was developed and tested for plantations,

Figure 1 Key milestones in Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil development
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